3i6	ECCE HOMO.    '
But the objects for which this commonwealth exists
are much less obvious and intelligible than those for
which the local commonwealths of the earth exist. Ac-
cordingly it is demanded of every member of the Christian
Commonwealth that he be introduced into it with a pre-
scribed form and in a public manner, that he be instructed
in the objects for which it exists, and that he testify his
membership from time to time by a common meal taken
in conjunction with other members also according to a
prescribed form.
The effect of this system and of the absence of local
boundaries is that the objects of the Christian common-
wealth, though less obvious, arc far better defined than
those of other commonwealths, and that it approaches
far nearer to the theoretical perfection of a state. Other
states are but accidental aggregates, whose attraction of
cohesion was originally a clannish instinct or a common
terror of some near enemy or the external pressure of
physical barriers ; such states, though when once formed
they may conveniently be used for definite objects, yet
cannot properly be said to have any definite object at all.
But the Christian Commonwealth has the same object
now which it had tit the beginning, and what that object
is it is and always has been easy to discover.
The Christian has, as such, a definite relation to every
other human being, to every Christian as a fellow-citizen,
and to every person who is not Christian as possessing
that humanity which is the ground of Christianity.
In ordinary states there arises out of the union, the
relationships, the intercourse, the common interests of the
citizens, a sense of duties towards each other and of
justice. This sense expresses itself in laws, which, at first

